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CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE
at Western Kentucky University
Innovating with a Passion.
西肯塔基大学孔子学院
满怀激情    勇于创新
2Hanban Chinese Teachers 
Since the inception of the Confucius Institute 
at WKU on April 2010, the number of Hanban 
Chinese teachers at the Institute has increased 
from 11 to 36 in 2013-2014.  This is a 227% 
increase in a 3 year time-frame, with the 
number of registered student also increasing 
from 1,600 to 9,888 during three years. 
During academic year 2012/2013, the 
Confucius Institute at WKU became the 
first Institute in the state to award 17 of its 
33 Hanban Chinese Teachers with official 
Kentucky Teacher Certification by Kentucky’s 
Educational Professional Standards Board 
(EPSB) for teaching Chinese for all grades 
K-12.  During academic year 2013/2014, the 
Confucius Institute at WKU again received 
Kentucky Certification for 10 new teachers. In 
addition, WKU had a Hanban Teacher return 
rate of 42% (15/36).  This shows the impact and 
passion the teachers have on the communities 
they service, and how the communities have 
embraced our Hanban Chinese Teachers and 
the programs we offer. Over one half of the 
students of the program will be taught by a 
second year Hanban Chinese Teachers who 
will be even more effective.  The returning 
Hanban Chinese Teachers provide stability and 
consistency to our Chinese language program.  
Confucius Institute at WKU is poised to offer 
certified teacher in the states of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Georgia for school districts 
seeking certified Chinese teachers.
Upon the teachers arriving at the Confucius 
Institute at WKU, we increased the Hanban 
Chinese Teachers’ training from 5 days (in 
previous years) to 18 days.  This ensured 
that the Hanban Chinese teachers were 
well-prepared with resources and classroom 
management strategies to effectively teach in 
the U.S. classrooms on Day #1.  Increasing 
this allows the Hanban teachers to become 
acclimated quicker to the differences in the 
culture and expectations of U.S. school districts 


































CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE at Western Kentucky University
3Chinese Learning Center at 
the Confucius Institute at WKU
The Chinese Learning Center (CLC) was 
established on May 20, 2011, and provides 
a glimpse of China without even leaving 
Kentucky! It consists of over 391 square meters 
(4,200 square feet), contains seven touch screen 
videos highlighting Ancient Chinese Science 
and Technology, Chinese Characters, Famous 
Philosophers, Paper Cutting, Folk Music, 
Kung Fu and Chinese cities. The CLC also has 
a growing library of books and encyclopedias 
in both Chinese and English about Chinese 
history, tea ceremonies, music, food, geography, 
etc. The rotating art exhibits are sponsored and/
or donated by generous patrons from around 
the world, as well as the WKU community. 
Last, the spacious Community Room is set-up 
for lectures, workshops and demonstrations 
and is equipped with a computer, screen and 
projector. More than 15,000 students from K-12, 
University and community individuals visit our 



















4Official HSK Testing Site 
& HSK Scholarships
Student enrollment in Chinese classes in 
the Modern Language and Chinese Flagship 
departments at Western Kentucky University 
have increased 150% for past three years, as 
a result of a strong introduction of Chinese 
language into K-12 systems in the surrounding 
districts. As a result of this increase, in April 
2013, the Confucius Institute at WKU became 
an official testing site to administer the HSK 
test.  Thus, fourteen (14) WKU undergraduate 
students took the test; of which eight (8) of the 
students received a Hanban scholarship and 
will attend the Chinese language and culture 
classes at North China Electric Power University 













Developing Chinese language 
and culture at WKU
Under the leadership of WKU President, Dr. Gary 
A. Ransdell, the Confucius Institute at WKU 
have many new program additions this coming 
year.  This is largely due to the many partnerships 
developed over the last three years.  First, North 
China Electric Power University is our official 
partner, and is the host site for our summer 
programming that was developed in July 2011.  
Second, Hebei University and WKU have worked 
to develop a 2+2 Bachelor of Arts: English Major 
and a 2+2 Bachelor of Science:  Business Major.  
Third, Beijing Language and Culture University 
and WKU have developed 1+2 Master of 
Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages 
(MTCSOL) which will solidify our Hanban 













5CI Mobile unit: The Chinese Cultural Experience 
Of the 120 counties in Kentucky, at least 50% of the counties reside within the western portion 
of the state.  Thus, the purpose of the Confucius Institute’s “The Chinese Cultural Experience,” 
is to establish a new innovative and economic platform, which will be transported strategically 
throughout the state of Kentucky to promote the Chinese language and culture.  The mobile unit 
will not only support the 9,888 students presently enrolled in the program, but be used to increase 
the number of school districts and students not presently exposed to our program.  This is a win-






2013 China Concert Tour 
In May 2013, the Confucius Institute at WKU 
led its largest group of eighty (80) to China 
at part of the “2013 China Concert Tour” 
with over 56 Symphony at WKU students 
and faculty, who performed at 4 major 
universities in China (North China Electric 
Power University-Beijing, Beijing Language 
and Culture University, Hebei University, 
and North China Electric Power University-
Baoding), over a two-week span. More than 
6,000 Chinese students, faculty, staff, and 
community individuals attended the concerts. 
In addition to the student and faculty trip, on 
a simultaneous trip, 24 alums and parents of 













The iMedia project features a multifaceted and 
detailed look into Confucius Institutes around 
the world by using visually enticing, intuitively 
explanatory infographic banners, which are 
digitally overlaid with mobile-accessed video 
articles.  The 9 panels provide increased depth 
of explanation and emotional context about the 
Confucius Institute program worldwide.  The 
augmented-reality (AR) overlay technology is 
accessed through camera-linked smartphones 
or tablet applications which allow interactive 
features to promote dynamic audience 
engagement.  The project consists of facts 
interweaved with narratives from many different 
perspectives.  This project has been displayed 
at WKU Kentucky museum and Hanban 
headquarters since May 2013. Around 10,000 














Confucius Institute Chinese Poster Contest
Throughout each year, the Confucius Institute 
at WKU’s main mission is to promote the 
Chinese language and culture.  We work with 
over 12 school district Superintendents, over 
45 different school principals, and district 
coordinators throughout the state of Kentucky 
and Tennessee to determine how to continue to 
grow the program and offer new and exciting 
programming.  Thus, we hold a plethora of 
events, and social gatherings to create a broader 
network.  Thus, in 2013, we developed a 
Chinese Poster Design contest for high schools 
students throughout the state.  Each student 
was to create a poster, in which each Chinese 
teacher and school coordinator(s) would judge 
and select one high school as the best poster.  
Then the final 12 posters were placed in Western 
Kentucky University’s Panda Express restaurant 
for one week for all of WKU faculty and staff to 
make the decision.  During this time, a website 
was created, which allowed WKU faculty and 
staff to vote on their personal favorite.  Based 
on the network voting system, the 2013 WKU 
Poster Design Competition was awarded to Ms. 
Amber Johnson of Greenwood High School in 
Bowling Green, KY.  In addition to winning the 
poster design competition, the winner received 























While the Hanban Chinese Teacher program 
continues to be our core program, we 
understand that in order to remain fresh, 
relevant, and interesting, our initiatives need to 
reach beyond the classroom.  Thus, initiatives 
such as the “Chinese Cultural Experience,” 
our programming extends throughout our 
community.  We have recently been approved 
and have established three Confucius 
Classrooms (Barren County Schools, Simpson 
County Schools, and Bowling Green Chinese 
Learning Center), which will become anchors 
of Chinese language and culture within the 
communities they serve.  
Our summer programming continues to be 
strong, as this is the third year of their existence. 
Our Confucius Institute has participated in 
the China Summer Bridge program for the 
last three years, and has sent over 25 high 
school students to China.  In addition, our 
Adult Summer Program has sent in excess of 
152 member of WKU faculty, staff, students, 
and community members to China, which 
was possible with the support of North China 
Electric Power University. 
Aside from our own programming, we 
support community programs as well.  This is 
the third year that the Owensboro Dragon Boat 
Festival has been in existence, and our Institute 
has supported them every year.  We are happy 
to report that in 2013, we came in 1st place in 
the Competitive Division, and 2nd place overall.  
This is also the very first year that we have 
supported the Cumberland River Dragon Boat 






































We have very strong ties within the Bowling 
Green community, and in August 2013, our 
Confucius Institute received an anonymous 
donation in the amount of $250,000.  Of these 
funds, $50,000 has been earmarked to create a 
Chinese American Friendship Garden on the 
campus of WKU.  Another $25,000 have been 
earmarked to provide scholarships to send more 
students to China, with the balance of the funds 
to go toward an Interest bearing endowment 
account, in which the funds will be used to 
continue to support student travel to China.
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1906 College Heights Blvd. #11067
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1067
Phone (电话): 270-745-2836
Fax (传真): 270-745-4165 
If you are interested in partnering with the Confucius Institute,
please contact us at (如果您希望与西肯塔基大学孔子学院合作，
请联系我们):
(电子邮件) ci@wku.edu or at (电话) 270-745-2836.
